
human rights violations

Article 18 – Freedom oF thought
“Everyone has the right to freedom of thought, conscience and religion; this right includes 
freedom to change his religion or belief, and freedom, either alone or in community with 
others and in public or private, to manifest his religion or belief in teaching, practice, 
worship and observance.”

In Myanmar, the military junta crushed peaceful demonstrations led by monks, •	
raided and closed monasteries, confiscated and destroyed property, shot, beat 
and detained protesters, and harassed or held hostage the friends and family 
members of the protesters. 

In China, Falun Gong practitioners were singled out for torture and other abuses •	
while in detention. Christians were persecuted for practicing their religion 
outside state-sanctioned channels.

In Kazakhstan, local authorities in a community near Almaty authorized the •	
destruction of 12 homes, all belonging to Hare Krishna members, falsely charging 
that the land on which the homes were built had been illegally acquired. Only 
homes belonging to members of the Hare Krishna community were destroyed.


